SPFSA 2008 Small-Sided Proposal – 3/31/08 Notes

· US Youth Soccer has seriously promoted small-sided games since 2003 in response to their observations and extensive research on the topic…

· Small-sided games give players the opportunity for more ball touches and limit the number of decisions they need to make in a more informal setting…
· Two games replace one game in the same field space, but with twice the activity for the same number of players…

· The United States is behind the rest of the world, and New Jersey is behind the rest of the United States, in embracing this concept…

· SPFSA executive boards have seriously considered changes to the House curriculum throughout the last eight years… 

· Changes have not been implemented in the past due to small, but vocal opposition against anything but maintaining the status quo…

· The board’s consideration includes the mandate that any and all changes need to benefit both our childrens’ soccer development, as well as enhance their social enjoyment…

· The impact of any and all changes must also be considered for the strongest players to the weakest players, from the most aggressive to the most timid and for the most outgoing to the shyest of personalities…
· All of the contracted training companies utilized by the SPFSA, the New York Red Bulls, UK Elite, United Soccer Academy and Dutch Total Soccer, enthusiastically support this initiative…

· Local high school coaches and travel tryout evaluators also endorse this plan…

· The executive board would like to implement changes at the younger ages this spring to phase-in the program and to be able to assess its relative success…
· The board believes that the second and third/fourth grade House divisions should remain unchanged @ 7v7 w/ goalies to reflect the same curriculum as the Travel program @ this age and to best prepare for the approaching change to 11v11…

· The board believes that pre-kindergarten and kindergarten should move to 3v3 w/out goalies to take advantage of triangulation, the basis for all of soccer…

· The board believes that first grade should move to a diamond, 4v4 w/out goalies, to add penetration, width and depth to the basic triangle and to create a bridge between kindergarten and second grade…
· Feedback during the past two months has been overwhelmingly positive from parents, coaches and managers who have been heavily involved in soccer throughout their lives…

· Feedback during the two past months has been mixed from parents, coaches and managers who are relatively inexperienced in soccer…
· The board believes that it is time to implement some changes designed to improve the House program and the experiences of its participants rather than maintain the status quo…

· The board needs the acceptance and support of the coaches for the spring season for this effort to be successful and will not proceed w/out that support.
