SPFSA Travel Facts

Travel Commitment

1. Travel teams play a 10 game season.  Teams practice twice a week, and typically begin practicing two week prior to the start of the season.  Teams typically participate in two or three tournaments during the Fall season and one or two in the Spring season.

Parent Coaches

1. The SPFSA generally does not allow parents of current travel players to be a head  coach for their child’s teams.  If the parent in question is qualified and demonstrates that he/she can fairly coach their child’s team, then the SPFSA could assign the Parent as the Head Coach.

Parent Assistant (PA)
1. This is the parent of a child on the team who assists the head coach during practices and games.  The PA is carded by the State of NJ and is on the sidelines during games.

Parent Manager (PM)
1. This is the parent of a child on the team who is responsible for managing the team.  The PM has the following responsibilities:

a. Collecting the necessary documents for registration at the beginning of the seasonal year.

b. Handling game day activities with regards to the players, coaches, and referees.

c. Communicating the schedule for practices and games to the parents.

d. Registering and collecting the moneys for all tournaments.

e. Managing the teams activities on a seasonal year basis.

Playing “Up”

1. Age groups are defined by the seasonal year from August 1st to July 31st of the following year.

2. Playing Up is when a child plays for a team in an older age division instead of the child’s age appropriate division.

3. There are several considerations when allowing a child to play UP:

a. Based on tryouts and coach evaluations, the child must be considered to be in the top 3rd of their current age group as well as the playing UP age group.

b. Based on the number of children playing in the UP age group.  Some age groups might need players to field teams with the appropriate number of players.

SPFSA Travel players guesting for other clubs
1. The players are carded for the SPFSA teams and the SPFSA will not allow the player cards to be used for other clubs’ games without club approval.

Practice Commitment

1. Playing time should directly reflect the attendance at practices.  Players that consistently are late or absent from practices should NOT play the same amount of time as players that attend all practices.

Playing Time

1. MNJYSA rules state that all players play at least ¼ of every game.  The SPFSA would like to see all players play up to ½ of the games.  Game playing time, as determined by each coach, can be determined attendance, work ethic, commitment, attitude, and skill level.

2. The SPFSA would like to see small-sided (U9) team’s players to play equal amount of time for each game.  Starting games and playing time during games can be adjusted due to the following factors:  players being late to practices and games, attendance at practices and games, work ethic, attitude, and skill level.  

3. As players get older and the competition level increases, the higher skilled players will get more playing time than a lesser skilled player.

Assigned Coaches

1. The SPFSA assigns coaches and trainers to every team.  While we feel that consistency in coaching is beneficial to the players and teams, the SPFSA could change the coach or trainer at any time based on attitude, coaching philosophy, attendance, team direction, availability, and other reasons not mentioned.  
2. In order to give players/teams different coaching/training philosophies, the SPFSA typically will only allow a coach to be assigned to any one team 2 or 3 years.
